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2001/2002 Model Year Vehicles Sold in Canada, Including Country of Manufacture
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Honda

Accord Coupe U.S.

Accord Sedan U.S.

CRV Japan

Insight Japan

Odyssey Canada

Prelude Japan

S2000 Japan

Nissan

Altima U.S.

Frontier Crew Cab U.S.

Infiniti l35 Japan

Infiniti I30 Japan

Pathfinder Japan

Sentra SE-R Mexico

Xterra U.S.

Mazda

Tribute U.S.

Hino

FB Model Class 5 Japan

FD Model Class 6 Japan

SG Model Class 7 Japan

Acura Integra Type R Japan

Acura 3.2 CL Type S Japan

Acura NSX-T Japan

Acura 3.5 RL Japan

Acura 3.2 TL U.S.

626 U.S.

B3000/4000 U.S.

Miata Japan

Millenia S Japan

MPV Japan

Protegé Japan

Civic Sedan Canada

Civic Coupe U.S.

Acura 1.7 EL Canada

Acura MDX Canada

Protegé 5 Japan

Sentra Mexico

Quest U.S.

Maxima Japan

Continued on inside back cover

Acura RSX (2002) Japan
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In 2000, vehicle production slipped below
3 million units, including heavy duty
vehicles, after record output in 1999 of
3.05 million vehicles. Combined light and
heavy duty vehicle sales in Canada rose
3.0% to 1,585,088 units, a new record that
surpassed the previous high set in 1988 of
1,562,670 units. In 2000, Canadian
vehicle production exceeded consumption
by a margin of almost 2 to 1.

Production

Total vehicle output in Canada ended the
year down 2.7% at 2,965,183 units
including 46,287 medium and heavy duty
trucks. Plants in Canada trimmed output
in the 4th quarter of 2000 in response to a
sudden downturn in demand in the US
where more than 85% of all vehicles made
in Canada are exported. Nevertheless,
2000 was the second best year on record.
In terms of light vehicle production,
passenger car output fell 4.6% to
1,551,452 units, while light trucks were
relatively flat at 1,367,444 units, down
0.2% over 1999.

Shipments

Shipments of all automotive products
totalled C$103.4 billion in 2000, the
second highest tally on record and virtu-
ally unchanged  from C$103.6 billion in
the previous year. According to Statistics
Canada, motor vehicle manufacturers’
shipments reached a total of C$69.7
billion, down slightly from C$70.3 in
1999; and auto parts and accessories
manufacturers’ shipments grew 1.2% to
C$33.7 billion from the year before.

Sales

Overall light duty vehicle sales rose 3.2%
to a record 1,549,441 units in 2000.
Passenger car sales increased 5.3% to
849,103 units, while light trucks gained
only 0.8% to 700,338 units. Passenger
cars accounted for 54.8% of the total, up
from 53.7% in 1999. Heavy duty truck
sales declined 2.8% to 37,130 units from
the previous year. While Class 5 and 6
vehicles managed strong gains in 2000,
sales in the largest segment, Class 8 vehi-
cles, dropped almost 10% compared to
1999.  

Canadian Automotive Trade 
Statistics, 2000 

All countries

Overall, the auto trade surplus in 2000
dropped a little more than 5% to just
under C$17 billion. Total exports were
up 0.5% to C$94.3 billion, but imports
gained 1.9% to C$77.3 billion. On the
one hand, finished vehicle imports
jumped 7.4% over 1999 due to strong
demand particularly in the first half of
2000; while on the other, vehicle ship-
ments slid 1.2% primarily as a result of
4th quarter production cutbacks of
trucks by the Big 3. With respect to
auto parts, exports increased 5.6% to a
record level of C$24.6 billion, while
imports of auto parts fell 1.8% in value
to C$44.9 billion in 2000. The huge
surplus in assembled vehicles was
reduced by 7.6% to C$37.2 billion,
while the smaller, but still significant,
trade deficit in parts was trimmed by
9.5% to C$20.3 billion.

Japan

With respect to trade with Japan, the
value of finished vehicle imports rose
10.4% to C$3.7 billion (although unit
imports were up only marginally), while
parts imports were flat, resulting in a
6.9% increase in overall automotive
imports to C$5.5 billion. Exports of

vehicles and parts from Canada fell
2.3% to C$186 million in 2000. With
imports outpacing exports, Canada’s
auto trade deficit continued to climb in
2000, up 7.3% to C$5.3 billion, with
almost all of the increase attributed to
finished vehicles. Offsetting the trade
deficit with Japan is the growing surplus
in automotive exports to the U.S. from
plants in Canada.

US

In trade with the US, exports were
unchanged at C$91.9 billion and
imports were down less than 1% to
C$62.2 billion. Overall, in 2000 Canada
had a C$45.8 billion trade surplus in
assembled vehicles, offset somewhat by
a C$16.1 billion deficit in auto parts.
The overall surplus rose 2.0% in 2000
to C$29.7 billion.

Other

Canada’s auto trade deficit with all other
countries jumped 18.5% to C$7.4
billion as a result of a 20.5% increase in
auto related imports, led by finished
vehicles which soared 36.1% to C$5.6
billion over the past year. Exports from
Canada also made impressive gains in
2000, up 27.9% overall, entirely due to
a 55.6% gain in auto parts exports to
C$1.6 billion.



“Japan’s economy
until very recently
was supported
largely by govern-
ment stimulus
measures and
increases in
exports,” said
Hiroshi Okuda,
Chairman of JAMA.
“The past year saw
year-on-year growth
in domestic sales for
the first time in four
years.”

In addition to increased consumer
confidence and spending, the industry
itself made changes that will allow it to
take full advantage of the economic
recovery. Automakers made capital
improvements and invested in new
technology. They also cut procurement
and manufacturing costs. “We should
take advantage of these trends to ensure
that a full-fledged recovery gets
underway,” Okuda added. “At the same
time, we will continue to work with the
government on taxation issues and the
relaxation of regulations,” to further
promote growth in the industry.

Industrial restructuring will continue as
companies balance global competition
and international cooperation while
meeting the ever demanding needs of
the consumer. Automakers are aggres-
sively introducing new eco-friendly
models, such as hybrid (gas/electric)
vehicles and direct injection engines. In
October, the 2001 Tokyo Motor Show
will feature a future-oriented showcase
of new automotive technology and
design, particularly in the areas of
safety, environmentally-friendly low
emission vehicles and alternative fuel
technologies, as well as intelligent
transportation systems (ITS).

In the face of many challenges in the
years ahead, Japanese automakers will
continue to focus on three key activi-
ties: revitalization of domestic demand,
environmental protection and vehicle
safety and the growing need for global
harmonization of automotive standards
and technical regulations. 

The Year in Perspective

In 2000, the Japanese economy
continued to struggle to find some relief
from a decade of economic malaise
through ongoing deregulation, reforms
and economic stimulus programs.
Despite these efforts, consumer confi-
dence in Japan has yet to significantly
recover, the Nikkei stock market index
fell back significantly later in the year,
just as the US economy turned down
sharply in the 4th quarter, creating a
further chill in many major economies. 

While the Japanese government
continued to seek appropriate reforms
and implement further deregulation,
restructuring in the auto sector
continued to move ahead, as interna-
tional alliances among Japanese and
other international automakers
continued to deepen and demonstrate
positive results. One example is the
return of Nissan to profitability, some-
what ahead of schedule as outlined by
Nissan’s President, Carlos Ghosn, in
1999.

Among other things, strategic alliances
including equity and other business tie-
ups are a clear indication of the contin-
uing restructuring and internationaliza-
tion of the auto industry, as well as the
increase in both global competition and
global cooperation. Consolidation is
also growing rapidly among auto parts
suppliers on a global basis.

The signs of recovery in the auto
industry in Japan, while not dramatic,
were nonetheless evident in the year
end tally that showed overall vehicle
production had increased 2.5%, exports
had edged up 1.0% and new vehicle
sales had grown by 1.7% in 2000. After
1999 production fell below 10 million
units for the first time in 20 years,
output reached just over 10.1 million
units in 2000. Sales of new vehicles in
the domestic market recorded a small
gain but fell short of 6 million units for
the third consecutive year. Import
vehicle sales did not fare as well, slip-
ping 1.0% to 275,400 units.

The Outlook for 2001

Despite the continued sluggishness of
the Japanese economy, members of
JAMA are reasonably bullish about their
prospects for 2001. Demand for their
products in Japan is forecast to increase
2.2% over 2000 to a total volume of 6.1
million units. The optimism stems in
part from indications that Japanese
consumers are ready to begin buying
again. Personal earnings have improved
and there is a growing desire to replace
aging vehicles with new models.
Japanese car-buying consumers want to
have the latest technological enhance-
ments, including greater fuel efficiency.

The Auto Industr y in  Japan – 2000 II I
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Hiroshi Okuda
Chairman, JAMA

Motorcycles Minicars Passenger Cars Trucks, Buses

Daihatsu Toyota Hino

Honda

Suzuki

Yamaha

Isuzu

Subaru (Fuji Heavy Industries)

Mitsubishi

Nissan Nissan Diesel

Mazda

DaimlerChrysler

General Motors

Ford

Renault

 Automakers Equity Affiliations in Japan

Equity tie-up
51.2% 33.4% #

36.8%

34%

20%

20%

33.4%

49%

39.8%

Volvo
5%*

5%

* Volvo currently negotiating to sell 
  stake in Mitsubishi to DaimlerChrysler

# Toyota to increase equity in Hino to 50.1%
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Year Cars % Chg. Trucks % Chg. Buses % Chg. Total % Chg.

2000 3,795,854 1.0 617,870 0.8 41,163 7.3 4,454,887 1.0

1999 3,757,460 2.0 613,113 -22.9 38,380 -21.5 4,408,953 -2.6

1998 3,684,430 2.9 795,528 -13.5 48,917 -10.4 4,528,875 -0.5

1997 3,579,131 25.1 919,469 13.9 54,602 24.5 4,553,202 22.7

1996 2,860,080 -1.2 807,508 -5.0 43,866 -1.9 3,711,454 -2.1

1995 2,896,216 -13.8 849,859 -17.2 44,734 -39.2 3,790,809 -15.0

1990 4,482,130 1.8 1,309,121 -9.4 39,961 13.7 5,831,212 -0.9

1985 4,426,762 11.2 2,238,104 8.0 65,606 16.7 6,730,472 10.2

Note: Percentage figures represent the change from the preceding year.
Source: Japan Automobile Manufacturers Association.

Year Cars % Chg. Trucks % Chg. Buses % Chg. Total % Chg.

2000 4,259,788 2.5 1,686,554 -0.4 16,571 14.5 5,962,913 1.7

1999 4,154,084 1.5 1,692,654 -4.5 14,478 2.4 5,861,216 -0.3

1998 4,093,148 -8.9 1,772,136 -20.1 14,141 -10.3 5,879,425 -12.6

1997 4,492,006 -3.8 2,217,257 -7.3 15,763 -8.5 6,725,026 -5.0

1996 4,668,728 5.1 2,391,790 -0.5 17,227 -0.4 7,077,745 3.1

1995 4,443,906 5.6 2,403,825 4.6 17,303 -3.0 6,865,034 5.2

1990 5,102,659 15.9 2,649,909 -6.3 24,925 -5.9 7,777,493 7.2

1985 3,104,083 3.3 2,431,178 4.7 21,573 6.4 5,556,834 2.2

Note: 1. Figures include imported vehicles. 2. Percentage figures represent the change from the preceding year.
Sources: Japan Automobile Dealers Association, Japan Mini-Vehicles Association.

Year Cars % Chg. Trucks % Chg. Buses % Chg. Total % Chg.

2000 8,363,485 3.3 1,726,818 -1.2 54,544 12.7 10,144,847 2.5

1999 8,100,169 0.6 1,746,912 -9.8 48,395 -15.0 9,895,476 -1.5

1998 8,055,763 -5.1 1,937,076 -20.0 56,953 -8.5 10,049,792 -8.4

1997 8,491,440 8.0 2,421,413 -0.3 62,234 17.1 10,975,087 6.1

1996 7,864,676 3.3 2,428,897 -4.3 53,126 12.4 10,346,699 1.5

1995 7,610,533 -2.5 2,537,737 -6.1 47,266 -3.8 10,195,536 -3.4

1990 9,947,972 9.9 3,498,639 -11.0 40,185 -4.5 13,486,796 3.5

1985 7,646,816 8.1 4,544,688 5.2 79,591 10.2 12,271,095 7.0

Note: Percentage figures represent the change from the preceding year.
Source: Japan Automobile Manufacturers Association.

Motor Vehicle Production

Motor Vehicle Exports

New Motor Vehicle Registration
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1985 1990 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

Asia 710,587 569,143 616,027 620,016 606,389  264,987 290,436 410,590

Middle East 401,598 283,866 206,446 284,881 346,154  455,159 308,114 295,176

Europe 1,363,694 1,750,497 918,831 948,712 1,254,879  1,370,931 1,329,216 1,136,085

(EU) (995,489) (1,484,588) (792,058) (801,858) (1,025,688)  (1,132,535) (1,154,992) (973,078)

North America 3,384,562 2,521,823 1,301,218 1,169,073 1,412,055  1,459,338 1,723,598 1,836,941

(U.S.A.) (3,131,997) (2,236,988) (1,228,096)  (1,098,504) (1,271,095)  (1,313,583) (1,556,419) (1,669,047)

Central and 290,417 216,375 329,064 279,641 437,848  450,128 277,825 298,801
South America

Africa 137,729 129,278 137,718 134,027 174,325  170,836 131,489 110,218

Oceania 426,075 344,236 274,828 265,478 310,776  347,194 337,288 357,739

Others 15,810 15,994 6,676 9,626 10,776  10,302 10,987 9,337

Total 6,730,472 5,831,212 3,790,808 3,711,454 4,553,202  4,528,875 4,408,953 4,454,887

Source: Japan Automobile Manufacturers Association 

Types of Vehicles 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

Foreign Manufacturers

Passenger cars 260,389 311,279 294,890 242,407 245,510 247,799

Trucks 20,933 25,535 19,382 9,619 6,654 7,673

Buses 13 29 9 39 17 10

Sub-total 281,335 336,843 314,281 252,065 252,181 255,482

Japanese Manufacturers*

Passenger cars 101,876 82,113 46,605 23,441 25,926 19,968

Trucks 4,951 8,569 3,996 363 118 2

Sub-total 106,827 90,682 50,601 23,804 26,044 19,970

Total

Passenger cars 362,265 393,392 341,495 265,848 271,436 267,767

Trucks 25,884 34,104 23,378 9,982 6,772 7,675

Buses 13 29 9 39 17 10

Grand Total 388,162 427,525 364,882 275,869 278,225 275,452

% Chg. 28.8 10.1 -14.7 -24.4 0.9 -1.0

Note: Percentage figures represent the changes from the preceding year. *Vehicles produced overseas by Japanese manufacturers.
Source: Japan Automobile Importers Association 

Exports by Destination

New Registrations of Imported Vehicles
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I) Publications

a) JAMA Canada
• Auto Quarterly 

( English & French )
• JAMA Canada Annual Review

( English & French )
• JAMA Canada Report 

( Japanese - bimonthly )

b) JAMA
• Japan Auto Trends 

( quarterly - available on the
internet at www.jama.org )

• JAMA Forum
• Motor Vehicle Statistics of

Japan (annual)
• Motor Industry of Japan

(annual)
• other special publications

While some publications have limited
circulation, please contact JAMA
Canada about current availability.
Tel. 416-968-0150
Fax. 416-968-7095
Email: jama@jama.ca

II) Videos
Several videos on the auto industry in
Japan are available for short term loan.
Videos are about 20-30 minutes in
length on VHS cassettes. Please contact
JAMA Canada for further details.

III) Internet Websites
• JAMA Canada- www.jama.ca
• JAMA (US)-www.jama.org
• JAMA (Japan)-

www.jama.or.jp/e_press/index.html

IV Information Services

Hino Diesel Trucks 
(Canada) Ltd.
7040 Davand Drive 
Mississauga, Ontario
L5T 1J5           

Mazda Canada Inc.
305 Milner Avenue 
Suite 400
Scarborough, Ontario
M1B 3V4            

Suzuki Canada Inc.
100 East Beaver Creek Road
Richmond Hill, Ontario
L4B 1J6

Honda Canada Inc.
715 Milner Avenue 
Scarborough, Ontario
M1B 2K8 

Nissan Canada Inc.
5290 Orbitor Drive                 
Mississauga, Ontario                    
L4W 4Z5 

Subaru Canada, Inc.
5990 Falbourne Street
Mississauga, Ontario
L5R 3S7

Honda of Canada Mfg.
55 Tottenham Road 
Box 5000
Alliston, Ontario   
L9R 1A2 

Toyota Motor Manufacturing 
Canada Inc.
1055 Fountain Street North
Cambridge, Ontario
N3H 5K2

Executive Officers

Chairman                           
Yoshio Nakatani

Treasurer                          
Mamoru Yoshida

Corporate Secretary                     
David Worts

Japan Automobile Manufacturers 
Association 
of Canada

Suite 460
151 Bloor Street West
Toronto, Ontario
M5S 1S4
Telephone (416) 968-0150
Fax (416) 968-7095
Email:  jama@jama.ca

JAMA Canada Members

Toyota Canada Inc.
One Toyota Place
Scarborough, Ontario
M1H 1H9


